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Abstract: In recent years, grandparents have increasingly taken on the role of primary caregiver
for their grandchildren. Asthelink between family, school, and community, the school social
worker isin aunique position to assist these families. This article has two interrelated purposes.
Thefirst isto sensitize school socia workers to circumstances faced by grandparent-headed
families. Based on related literature, the article describes challenges and opportunities for the
grandparents and for the children, with particular emphasis on how their situation may affect
their relationships to schools. The second purposeisto describe roles for the school social
worker in working on behalf of these families. The article describes opportunities for
interventions with grandchildren, grandparents, the school, and the community to improve
outcomes for caregiving grandparents and the children in their care.
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Abstract: The purpose of this research was to find out if social support and activity involvement
counter the present and potential internalized difficulties generally experienced by socially
isolated youth. The sample was drawn from 15 6™-grade classes in amiddle school with a
96.7% African American and 51.3% low income student body. Of the 161 students
participating, 27 were classified by their teachers as socially isolated and were the study sample.
The results of multiple regression analysis showed that isolated youth who perceive themselves
to be less engaged in activities experience significantly lower self-esteem than more active social
isolates. Decreased activity involvement did not, however, predict increased depression, social
anxiety, or loneliness, nor did inadequate social support serve as asignificant predictor.
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Abstract: This article addresses the unique issues that face school social workers who find
themselvesin the position of filling in for asocia worker on leave. It focuses on four themes:
entering, assessing, intervening, and ending. Entering deals with becoming familiar with the
new school environment, job shadowing, and becoming a visible member of the team. Assessing
concentrates on how to become familiar with the informal aspects of the organizational culture
and student needs. Intervening addresses issues that are likely to arise with individuals, groups,
and families. Solution-focused brief treatment is found to be a useful practice model. Ending
focuses on termination with students, parents, and the school.
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Abstract: Two school social work consultants — Larry Pool and Lynn Unterbrink —formed a
creative partnership in the mid-1960s that resulted in the first regional conference for school
social workers. Thisarticle presents Larry Pool’ s recollections of the events that led to the
inaugural Midwest Regional School Social Work Conference held more that three decades ago
inn Illinois. The conference is now an important annual event. This narrative — an important
record of school social work’s legacy — may inspire others to embark on their own synergy of
creative partnerships.
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Abstract: Any successful project isthe result of time, effort, research, and the thought put forth
prior to its foundation. So it was with the Midwest Regional School Social Work Conference.
Thisarticleis abrief summary of the beginning and the process that resulted in the conference.
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Abstract: School social workers frequently face ethical quandaries about which student



disclosures to keep confidential and which to divulge for the student’s or the school’ s best
interest. A seven-step process is recommended for working through this decision. These steps
include knowing yourself, analyzing the dilemma, identifying courses of action, seeking
consultation, managing clinical concerns, enacting the decision, and reflecting on the process.
The boundary between ethics and the law is also clarified as well asissuesin record keeping. A
checklist for confidentiality isincluded as an appendix.
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